
 
 

 
     

  FAA Board of Directors & Annual General Membership Meeting 
 

HBOI @ FAU * Ft. Pierce 

October 26, 2018 

 
 
The Board of Directors meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. by President Jim Michaels. 
 
Directors in attendance were: Barry Hurt, Jim Michaels, Marty Tanner, Craig Watson, Geno Evans, 
Dennis DeLong, Dan Solano Leslie Sturmer, Jane Davis, Allen Register, David Rawlins, Dan Conner, 
Paul Wills, and  Brandon McLane. 
 
Those absence with notice were: Reggie Markham. 
Those absence without notice were: Dan Solano.   
 
Sixteen guests were present. 
 
Barry Hurt noted that a written ballot had recently been sent to all active members that included a vote 
on the proposed bylaws changes and the election of Directors and Commodity Representatives.  He 
noted the bylaws changes were approved with the minimum required votes.  Mr. Hurt reported the 
following were elected as a Director at Large:  Jim Michaels, Dan Solano and Craig Watson for a three-
year term.  The following Commodity Representatives were elected:  Alligators – Allen Register, 
Aquatic plants – Brandon McLane, Food fish – Joe Cardenas, Shellfish – Leslie Sturmer, Suppliers – 
Thomas Drury and Tropical fish – David Rawlins.       
 
He also noted that there were two write in candidates but they did not receive enough votes to become 
a Director or a Commodity Representative.  
 
Barry Hurt announced that he was resigning as a Director effective immediately. A motion was made 
by Marty Tanner to elect Geno Evans to serve as a Director for the remaining term of Barry Hurt.  
Second by Paul Wills. Motion passed.   
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The minutes of the last meeting were read by David Boozer.  Two corrections were noted; 1.)  that 
FWC increased the number of participants in the egg collection program in public waters and 2.) that 
the red tide had closed waters in Southwest, not Southeast, Florida, to clam harvesting.  A motion was 
made by David Rawlins to accept the minutes as corrected.   Second by Geno Evans.  Motion passed. 
 
David Boozer noted that due to Hurricane Michael that he was unable to prepare the 3rd  Quarter 
Quickbooks report in time for today’s meeting. However, he did present an ‘Activity Report’ for the 
period from July 1 to October 19, 2018.  It was noted that the checkbook balance as of October 19, 
2018 was $24,731.67.  It was noted that of this amount $3,537.41 is in escrow for the scholarship-
educational funds. The Treasurer's report was accepted as presented. 
 
The aquaculture display at the 2019 Florida State Fair report was given by Craig Watson.  Mr. Watson 
distributed a diagram suggesting how each of our commodities could be showcased.  He suggested that 
the exhibit include a display of the hardware used by each commodity and include a TV monitor 
featuring areal video of the major aquaculture commodities.  Our goal is to showcase aquacultures 
positive impact on Florida’s economy, environment, and workforce.  In-kind and financial support will 
be available from IFAS, DACS and FTFFA.  Staffing the display for eleven days is going to be 
challenging.  It was noted that we have a December 1 deadline to finalize the graphics for the Fair’s in- 
house printing department.  
 
David Rawlins gave a brief overview of the FSA WHIP program that provides financial assistance to 
farmers who had a crop loss in 2017 from Hurricane Irma.  He noted that some growers have already 
received a payment equal to 50% of their covered losses.   
 
Barry Hurt reported that red tide in Southwest Florida has had a very detrimental impact on the estuary 
and Gulf waters that has resulted in massive fish kills.  The area where clams are cultivated have been 
closed for over a year.  The area used to have a tremendous number of natural clams that helped clean 
the waterways.  He has started a project called “A Billion Clams” whose goal is to return the water 
environment to its former natural state that will lead to cleaner water.  They have launched a website 
and it has had thousands of visitors.   
 
David Rawlins reporting on the Aquaculture Education Certification Program noted that the bank of 
test questions has been greatly expanded and covers all of Florida’s main AQ commodities.  Dan 
Conner noted that many education/vocational programs in public schools is dependent on funding.  
Also, the grading of schools is affected by each student that passes a certification program.  In addition, 
students who become certified can get an Associated Arts degree at no cost.  It was noted some school 
districts have been resistant to having an Aquaculture curriculum.  Several people made comments on 
how to expand aquaculture courses in school districts.   
 
Allen Register noted that the ARC meeting scheduled for October 9th was cancelled due to the 
Hurricane and will be held on November 2nd in Bartow.   
 
Geno Evans noted that the legalization to farm and sell Large Mouth Bass is still going forward.  He 
noted that Tom Champeau with FWC has retired.  This issue will continue to be addressed after his 
replacement is announced.   
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Tiffany Conner who is replacing David Boozer gave a brief background report on herself.  Her 
experience is in education and this will help with this industry’s Aquaculture Certification Program.  
Ms. Conner noted that she will officially be starting with FAA on November 1st.   
 
President Michaels presented Barry Hurt a plaque for his years of service on the FAA Board.   
 
President Michaels presented a plaque to out-going Executive Director David Boozer for his 34 years 
of dedication and service to the Association.  Mr. Boozer made some departing comments and thanked 
all the Directors for all their work and support throughout the years.   
 
Nicole Kirchhoff suggested that we use social media to promote FAA and as a tool to get new members 
to join the Association.   
 
It was noted that with a new Governor and Ag Commissioner taking office next year we have a lot of 
education to do to inform and educate the new officials of aquaculture’s importance to Florida.   
 
It was decided to schedule the date and location of the next board meeting at a later time.        
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:47 a.m. 
 
 

Special Board Meeting for the Election of New Officers 
 

The special board meeting for the purpose of electing new officers for the coming year was called to 
order by current President Jim Michaels at 11:50 am.   
 
Directors in attendance were: Barry Hurt, Jim Michaels, Marty Tanner, Craig Watson, Geno Evans, 
Dennis DeLong, Dan Solano Leslie Sturmer, Jane Davis, Allen Register, David Rawlins, Dan Conner, 
Paul Wills, Brandon McLane and Joe Cardenas. 
 
Those absence with notice were: Reggie Markham. 
Those absence without notice were: Dan Solano.   
 
A motion was made by Craig Watson to elect the following slate of officers:  President – Jim Michaels, 
Vice President – Geno Evans, Secretary – Allan Register, and Treasurer – Jane Davis.  Second by Paul 
Wills.  Motion passed. 
 
Craig Watson recommended that the officers present to the full Board a proposal for consideration 
regarding the compensation owed to Association Exchange/David Boozer.   
 
The meeting adjoined at 11:57 am. 
 


