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I hope that many of our members were able to 
attend the 2019 Florida State Fair this past February 
and visit the FAA exhibit that showcased Florida 
aquaculture. I want to personally thank Director Craig 
Watson, his wife Patti Smith, and his team from the 
University of Florida, IFAS for their outstanding work 
in designing, constructing, and operating the exhibit. 
Craig and his team really hit this one out of the park! 
The FAA exhibit was designated by the Fair staff to be 
the centerpiece of the ag exhibits this year, and it 
certainly was. In fact, I heard comments from other 
long-time exhibitors that our FAA exhibit was the 
best, most professionally constructed ag exhibit they 
had ever seen at the Fair. We were pleased that 
newly-elected Florida Commissioner of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, Nikki Fried started her tour 
of the Fair at our FAA exhibit.

Your FAA also participated again this past 
March, as part of the Florida Farm Bureaus? Taste of 
Agriculture that was held in the Capitol Courtyard, 
Tallahassee. Many thanks to all of the FAA Directors 
and significant others who assisted and especially to 
Director Geno Evans for the delicious smoked 
sturgeon dip, Director Leslie Sturmer for the terrific 
clam dip, and to Heath Davis for providing the always 
amazing Tony?s Clam Chowder. These epicurean 
delights kept the lines long at our tables affording us 
the opportunity to provide plenty of information on 
all the positive benefits of aquaculture to our State. 

As many of you may be aware, Kal 
Knickerbocker retired as Director of FDACS Division 
of Aquaculture this past January. At our March Board 
of Directors meeting, the FAA presented Kal with a 
plaque as a token of our appreciation for his 34 years 
of service to our industry. Portia Sapp has taken the 

reigns as the new Division Director. We look forward 
to working with Portia and her staff on all current and 
future opportunities and challenges to our Florida 
industry. 

At the time of this writing, the 2019 Florida 
Legislative Session is winding down. Two items of 
note that the FAA and our lobbyist are working hard 
on is funding for the Aquaculture Review Council 
approved aquaculture research projects and continued 
funding for the UF IFAS Tropical Aquaculture 
Laboratory located in Ruskin, Florida. Funding for 
these has been challenging over the recent years and 
continues to be so. This year we can add a new 
Administration to the mix along with the usual 
funding battles. We will update you on these issues 
when information becomes available.  

Although our Annual Meeting is still 6+ 
months away, as per the Association bylaws, the 
formation of this year?s Nominating Committee has 
already begun. The 3-year volunteer terms of three of 
our Directors will be concluding this year and will 
need to be filled. The Nominating Committee will be 
charged with nominating candidates for these open 
seats. Nominees to the Board will be elected by vote of 
the Active Membership this autumn, with the results 
announced at the Annual Meeting.  If you have an 
interest in serving on our Board of Directors or any 
questions regarding this nominating/ voting process, I 
encourage you to contact the FAA office.

As always, if you have any other questions, 
comments or suggestions, we would love to hear 
them.  You are welcome to contact our Association 
headquarters or me personally.

All the best for continued success in 2019, 

Jim Michaels
President; Florida Aquaculture Association
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Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT- Jim Michaels, Sarasota, (941)302-3075

VICE PRESIDENT- Geno Evans, Ponce Inlet, 
(386)775-3051

SECRETARY-  Allen Register, Palmdale, (863)675-0623

TREASURER- Jane Davis, Lake Buena Vista, 
(407)560-7534

PAST PRES.- Marty Tanner, Plant City, (813)757-0289

Directors at Large 

Dan Conner, Gibsonton, (813)362-2806 

Jane Davis, Lake Buena Vista, (407)560-7534 

Geno Evans, Ponce Inlet, (386)775-3051

Reggie Markham, Cedar Key, (352)697-0412 

Craig Watson, Ruskin, (813)671-5230 

Paul Wills, Ft. Pierce, (772)465-2400

Commodity Representatives 

Alligators- Allen Register, Palmdale, (863)675-0623

Aquatic Plants- Brandon McLane, Davie, (954)472-5120  

Food Fish- Joe Cardenas,  Ft. Pierce, (561)866-7092

Shellfish- Leslie Sturmer, Cedar Key, (352)543-5057

Suppliers- Thomas Drury,  Apopka, (407)992-5601

Tropical Fish- David Rawlins, Lithia, (813)737-3418

Lobbyist- Jim Spratt, Tallahassee, (850)228-1296

Upcoming Events

June 5th-6th
Microalgae Culture Workshop 

and Webinar 

October  10th
General Membership Meeting at 

Pentair Aquatic Eco-Systems
Please contact the FAA office to have upcoming 
events published in the newsletter, website, or 

social media sites.

What's on your  bumper?

Thousands of dollars have been 
raised from the sale of the 

Aquaculture license plate to benefit 
aquaculture education, research, and 

development programs. Don't 
forget- the FAA receives funding 

from the Florida Aquaculture license 
plate to carry out important 

educational programs. 

The FAA newsletter is funded with a 
grant through the HBOI Foundation. 

We are grateful for their continued 
support for the FAA. 



Aquaculture Technician Industry 
Certification Update

We are pleased to announce that there are 17 new certified Aquaculture 
Technicians!

The students and teachers that earned the certification have completed 75% of Aquaculture 2 
standards outlined by the Florida DOE or have completed 300 hours of work on a certified 

aquaculture facility. 

This certification is quickly growing within the public school sector and will be expanding to the 
various commodities. 

The following schools have certified teachers and students (as of April 2019):

Cedar Key School  (Cedar Key)

East Bay High School  (Gibsonton)

Island Coast High School (Cape Coral)

Lemon Bay High School (Englewood)

South Fort Myers High School (Fort Myers)

If anyone is interested in learning more about the Aquaculture Technician Certification, please contact the FAA 
office or visit 

www.flaa.org/ certification-information 

Cedar Key S.A.L.T. 
Highlight

Report by Leslie  Sturmer

The students from Cedar Key School were the 
first students to meet the certification requirements by 
working over 300 hours at local clam growout 
operations and processing plants, gaining hands-on 
experience and knowledge of shellfish aquaculture. To 
further prepare these students for careers in 
aquaculture, the Cedar Key Aquaculture Association 
developed the S.A.L.T. (Shark Aquaculture Life 
Training) program, which provided additional 
training and certifications in relevant vocational 
activities, such as forklift operation, maritime knots, 
occupational health and safety, boater safety, CPR and 
first aid.

Since an aquaculture curriculum for high 
schools is still being developed, the UF/ IFAS Shellfish 
Aquaculture Extension Program initiated an 
Introduction to Florida Aquaculture Commodities by 
combining interactive lessons, virtual tours, and 

one-on-one discussions with FAA board members. 
On a weekly basis, Leslie Sturmer and Natalie Simon       
introduced SALT students to a variety of aquaculture 
topics, including recirculating systems, shellfish, 
aquatic plants, food fish, ornamental fish, and 
alligators. In addition, Dr. Ruth Francis-Floyd with 
the UF College of Veterinary Medicine offered a crash 
course on aquatic animal health. All virtual farm 
tours, presentations, and related fact sheets for each 
session are available at http:/ / shellfish.ifas.ufl.edu/ , 
click on Resources and scroll down.

https://www.flaa.org/certification-information
http://shellfish.ifas.ufl.edu/


On April 12th, 2019, the Florida FFA held 
the State Aquaculture Career Development 
Event. This event was held at the UF/ IFAS 
Tropical Aquaculture Laboratory in Ruskin and 
coordinated by Mrs. Debbie Pouder. 

This career development event  is open to 
middle and high school FFA members across the 
state. All participants must take an aquatic exam 
first and then the top 10 teams from the middle 
school and high school divisions are eligible to 
move to the state round. 

The state round consists of a written exam, 
team activity, species identification, and two 
problem solving practicums. The individual and 
team scores from these activities  is used to place 
the teams accordingly. 

More information about this Career Development 
Event can be found at 
www.flaffa.org/ career-development-events-2/ . 

This event would not be possible without the 
support of the entire team at the IF/ IFAS Tropical 
Aquaculture Lab (pictured).

High School   Placings

1st-Chiefland FFA (Chiefland)

2nd- Orlando Colonial  FFA (Orlando)

3rd- Frank H. Peterson FFA (Jacksonville)

4th- Windermere FFA (Windermere)

5th- Strawberry Crest FFA (Dover)

6th- Ocoee FFA (Ocoee)

7th- Bradford FFA (Starke)

8th- East Bay FFA (Gibsonton)

9th- Haines City FFA (Haines City)

Middle School   Placings

1st- Randall FFA (Lithia)

2nd- Deane Bozeman FFA (Panama City)

3rd- Mayport Coastal Sci. FFA (Atlantic Beach)

4th- Silver Sands FFA (Port Orange)
5th- Chiefland FFA (Chiefland)

6th- Bronson FFA (Bronson)

7th- Sunridge FFA (Winter Garden)

8th- Beth Shields FFA (Ruskin)

9th- Brandford FFA (Starke)

10th-  Bridgewater FFA (Winter Garden)

The FAA and FTFFA are sponsors for this event and the 
awards given at the Florida FFA Convention, June 

10th-14th in Orlando.

2019 Flor ida FFA 
Aquacul ture Career  
Development Event
By Tiffany Conner

http://www.flaffa.org/career-development-events-2/
http://www.flaffa.org/career-development-events-2/


2019 Florida Farm Bureau's Taste 
of Agriculture

March 6th, 2019
Annually, the Florida Farm Bureau hosts 

legislative days and the Taste of Agriculture 
reception in Tallahassee. This year, the FAA 
was able to participate in the reception that 
takes place in the Capital Courtyard. 

Many thanks to our members and board 
that helped facilitate this excellent event. Due 
to the cold weather, Tony's Clam Chowder 
supplied by Heath Davis was a tremendous hit 
for all attendees. Delicious smoked sturgeon 
dip and clam dip supplies by Geno Evans and 
Leslie Sturmer, respectively, was also enjoyed 
by all. 

This event allows for legislators and 
other political leaders learn more and 
experience all of the various agriculture 
commodities that are within the state of 
Florida. By facilitating this event, Farm Bureau 
is helping the voices of agriculture be heard. 

We look forward to participating in this 
event in 2020 and will announce those dates 
soon.

Pictured is the FAA booth set up during the Taste of 
Agriculture event. 

For more information regarding the 2019 Taste of 
Agriculture event and to be updated for 2020 please 
visit www.floridafarmbureau.org/ legislative-days/

Lobbist Jim Spratt Update
May 3rd- The Florida Legislature will finish their business 
one day late, on Saturday May 4th by passing a roughly $90 

Billion budget. This budget is the largest in the state?s history 
and contains increased funding for health care, education, 
transportation and funding for environmental programs 

which Gov. DeSantis made a cornerstone of his 
administration. Unfortunately, the agricultural industry in 

general and the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services faced significant challenges and, in some 

cases, did not get any of the budget pie.

Specifically, for Florida?s Aquaculture Industry Senate and 
House Budget leaders did not find any dollars to fund any 

portion of the Aquaculture Research Council?s list. In 
addition, with the Higher Education budget, funding for 
UF/ IFAS programs and work load did not receive full 
funding. To put a finer point on this, of the three carry 

forward programs Geomatics, Horticulture and Tropical 
Aquaculture Lab received zero dollars. Those close to the 
Tropical Aquaculture Lab will note, in the early House 

Budgets there was in fact partial funding for the lab yet, as 
the yin and yang happened, those placeholder dollars were 

swept. 

To say it is ?NOT? a great day in the state of Florida would 
be an understatement. However, there is a bigger point to 

make. Outside of our industry specific train wreck, the 
budget contains no funding, program or options for 

agriculture, aquaculture, forestry recovery from Hurricane 
Michael.  Also, absent from the budget were any funds for 
programs like the Rural and Family Lands Program and 
lastly, the Fresh from Florida Program didn?t receive any 
additional funds to help bring the program back to 2017 

levels. 

Quite frankly, this above could have been outline with one 
sentence on strung together 4 letter words, yet this is a 

family publication so we will keep it G- rated. On a serious 
note, elections have consequences and for Florida 

agriculture and aquaculture industry, the 2019 session 
should be a clear shot across the bow. In the past 3 years we 

have lost many legislative advocates with direct ties to 
agriculture. The vast majority in Tallahassee now fall into 

the category of supporting Florida agriculture as a consumer 
of our products. We ?MUST? roll up our sleeves and return 
to some old school grassroots advocacy. We must identify a 

few legislative champions who we bring to a farm and 
educate them on the diversity of our businesses. For the 
record, this exercise is going to need to be done by many 

agricultural groups or we will continue to see the disconnect 
between or elected officials and our industry continue to 

grow. 

On a positive note, we only have a few months before 
legislators will return to Tallahassee as the 2020 session will 
start in January which also means committee meetings will 

begin as early at September. So, our time to act is now! 

Jim Spratt

http://www.floridafarmbureau.org/legislative-days/


Article exert from Fish Farming News 
Issue 2, 2019 page 13-14

Aquaculture 2019 Breaks 
Records!

The  Aquaculture 2019 Conference and Exposition  in New Orleans broke attendance records, 
topping 3,000 attendees. The industry trade show was the largest in event history with 200 

industry booths spanning over two floors. 

The location and timing of Aqua19 coincided with Mardi Gras  festivities which provided 
attendees an opportunity to explore the historic city as well as learn more about happenings in 

the aquaculture industry.

 The large presence showed the growth and prosperity of the aquaculture industry both 
domestically and internationally. 

Aquaculture 2020 Conference and Exposition will be held in Honolulu, HI , February 
9th-12th. 

For more publications from Fish Farming News, visit www.fish-news.com/ ffn/  and sign-up for 
their free online subscription today!

Thank you Kal 
Knickerbocker!

During our march Board of Directors meeting, Kal 
Knickerbocker was presented with a plaque thanking 
him for his support and dedication to the aquaculture 

industry. Mr. Knickerbocker was the Division of 
Aquaculture Director and was always an intricate 

component to the aquaculture industry. Our association 
and industry would not be where it is today without the 

hard work, support and dedication from Kal 
Knickerbocker. 

http://www.fish-news.com/ffn/


Florida Aquaculture Commodity Group 
Reports

Spring 2019
Aquatic Plants 

Aquatic plant sales are showing an increase over last year for the same time period. With aquascaping becoming 
more frequent in publications, the trend might be helping to increase demand for plants. Pond plant sales are 

similar to last year for the year-to-year comparison. Hopefully we will have good national weather in May and be 
able to have an increase in the pond plant sales as well. 

- Brandon McLane, Davie, (954)472-5120

Food Fish 
The University of  Miami has collaborated with the National Minority Business Enterprise Aquaculture Program. 
This program assists minorities in getting started in the industry. More information about this program can be 

found at www.mdeaquaculture.com. This report was based on a recent trip to southeast Florida.

- Joe Cardenas, Ft. Pierce, (561)866-7092

Shel l f ish 
Despite recent hatchery issues, the shellfish industry is doing better and prices are high. With the assistance of the 
UF/  IFAS Shellfish Aquaculture Extension Program, six students that are members of the S.A.L.T. program earned 

their Aquaculture Technician certifications! (more information on pg. )

- Leslie Strumer, Cedar Key, (352)543-5057

Tropical  Fish
Demand and prices are increasing for farmers as well as for other retailers. Despite Wal-Mart pulling fish out of 
stores, there is still demand from other retailers. There has been an increase in shipping prices which has made 

domestic fish more desirable due to the lower shipping costs compared to shipping internationally. 

- David Rawlins, Lithia, (813)737-3418

Governor  DeSantis Announces Harbor  Branch Appointment to the New ly Formed 
Blue-Green Algae Task  Force

The focus of the Blue-Green Algae Task Force is to support key funding and restoration initiatives and make 
recommendations to expedite nutrient reductions in Lake Okeechobee and the downstream estuaries. The Task 

Force will identify opportunities to fund priority projects with state, local and federal funding. These 
recommended projects will build upon DEP?s updated Basin Management Action Plans (BMAP) data. The Task 

Force will also review and prioritize projects that will provide the largest and most meaningful nutrient 
reductions in key waterways.

Task force includes Dr. James Sullivan, Dr. Wendy Graham, Dr. Evelyn Gaiser, Dr. Michael Parsons, and Dr. 
Valerie Paul.

For more information about this task force, visit

 www.fau.edu/hboi/ newsroom/stories/
blue-green-algae-task-force.php

https://www.floridafarmbureau.org/are-you-ready-epa-worker-protection-standard/
https://www.floridafarmbureau.org/are-you-ready-epa-worker-protection-standard/
http://www.mdeaquaculture.com
http://www.fau.edu/hboi/newsroom/stories/ blue-green-algae-task-force.php
http://www.fau.edu/hboi/newsroom/stories/ blue-green-algae-task-force.php
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Please note problems and make corrections beside 
the address label to the right. Mail to the address 
listed above or contact the association directly. 
Thank you!

___ My name / business is misspelled. 

___ My address is incorrect/ has changed.

___ I received more than one newsletter.

___ Take my name off of the mailing list. 


